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indexed. Not illustrated. 1871 Excerpt: .(ST J V Troubled at his unjust treatment, he cast himself into the Pak-lo, |
river. The people of Cho mourned the loss of this upright minister, and when the day of his death come round,
prepared boats and went up and down the river, searching for him. It was anciently the custom to fill bamboo
reeds with rice, and cast it into the river, as an offering to his spirit. The dragon boat at present used on the
Canton river, is about eighty feet long, and five or six feet wide, manned by a hundred or more of men with
paddles. They are not troubled with too many clothes, but each wears a red sash. They have a man in the bows
with a red flag, and several drums and gongs, the beatin of which times the rowers, who with the red flag,
move with almost the regularity of clock work. The expenses of the outfit are defrayed by the villages.
Sometimes the amusements are enlivered by a naval engagement between the boats of rival villages, when a
capsize is pretty certain, and not unfrequently many lives are lost, and the day s folly ends in mourning. Large
quantities of pig and samshoo are made away with, and certainly sorrow for the death of the good minister of
Cho forms no part of the present day s programme. When the sports are over, the boat is buried in the mud till
the feast again comes...
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