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usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1877 edition. Excerpt: . . . by Mr. Gabb is that the songs of the priests are in a peculiar language, and
although most anxious to obtain information on this head, he was most unfortunately prevented. A curious fact
must not be omitted, although not immediately relevant. In Santa Domingo there are no venomous reptiles,
but, says Mr. Gabb, a poisonous plant is called kibe, which is the same as the Bribri kebe, snake. Shiva or Shivatt
was the Mexican god of war. In the table of Sibu names, a few words belonging to the series are introduced,
but, as a general principle, the names of the great local god of African tribes conform with navel and snake, like
sibu. With regard to the tree, it is good to note some points which illustrate its worship and the doctrine of
Dryads. With us we talk of the arms of a tree, but in the complete notion of a tree in Africa and Central America
there is the trunk, the head, the arms. The leaves figure as fingers or as tongues. In the latter relation we have
the idea of the Dryads speaking. The roots, however, have their distinct meaning. In Africa they are toes (see
table), in Central America the buttock of the tree. Thus the tree is a complete being on the model of a man, and
animation is only a stage forward. So as to the river. We are familiar with its heads and amis, and in the...
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