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Excerpt: . CHAPTER IV. ON THE FORCE OF TENSES IN THE
PROHIBITIVE. In the American Journal of Philology, Vol. xv, No.

[ 2, Elmer has discussed the force of tenses in the prohibitive. His
\ . conclusions were that the perfect subjunctive occurs in this
idiom wherever special energy or emotion on the speaker s
part is present, the present subjunctive in other cases. These
conclusions seemed to me so plausible that | accepted them
and incorporated them in my Latin Grammar ( 276); cf.
Appendix, 358, 1, d. Three subsequent readings of Plautus,
however, tended to shake my confidence in the validity of the
theory, and prompted me to institute a fresh examination of
the question for Plautus, in whose plays the construction is best
represented.1 The results of this examination are here given.
The investigation of this question is naturally a somewhat
delicate one. Where the...
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