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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Medicaid, a means-tested federal/state program that provides health care
coverage to certain groups of individuals, requires that states continue Medicaid benefits for certain low-
income families who would otherwise lose coverage because of changes in their income. This continuation is
known as transitional medical assistance (TMA). Federal law permanently requires four months of TMA for
families who lose Medicaid eligibility due to increased child or spousal support collections, as well as those who
lose eligibility due to an increase in earned income or hours of employment. Congress expanded work-related
TMA under Section 1925 of the Social Security Act in 1988, requiring states to provide TMA to families who lose
Medicaid for work-related reasons for at least six, and up to 12, months. To qualify for TMA under Section 1925,
a family must have received Medicaid in at least three of the six months preceding the month in which eligibility
is lost and have a dependent child in the home. During the first six months of TMA, states must provide the same
benefits the family was receiving, although this requirement may be met by paying a family s premiums,
deductibles, coinsurance, and similar costs for employer-based health coverage. An additional six months of .
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