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5th day of February, 1839, within five miles of Macon, Mississippi, but never saw the town until he was fourteen
years of age, and was never out of his native county until he was grown. His father was a devoted Methodist,
fond of reading, and trained his children to talk with him, by the hour, concerning the books studied and the
authors read. So the young poet learned, after awhile, from geographies, histories, travels, voyages, and other
reliable sources, that there was a great world outside of the Mississippi plantation. He was not opposed to
sprouting, as the farmers style it, but preferred digging Greek roots, and, fortunately, was allowed to have his
own way. The school-master was in the neighborhood, and the studies were cheerfully and rapidly prosecuted.
General Barksdale was then in the United States Congress, and secured for young Adams a cadetship at West
Point. This was to him a source of unspeakable joy; for he had already exhibited a fondness for the drill and a
passion for military glory. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses
state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy....
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