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indexed. Not illustrated. 1810 Excerpt: .on Point de Galle, --if we except the information, that the streets are
infested with musquitoes, --a species of gnaw troublesome in various parts of India! and that the governor,
while here, entertained the settlement with several public dinners, and one splendid ball and supper. On their
way to Matura, our travellers embarked on the lake at Cogel, of which a pleasing description is given. In the
neighbourhood of Belligam, half way to Matura, they visited the Cingalese temple of Buddha, called
Agnabuddhaganni, and were well received by the priests, who were much gratified with the attention which
they bestowed on the sacred images and paintings. These drawings, which are only coloured outlines, without
shading, and an enormous statue of Buddha, twenty-eight feet long, and six broad, reclining at full length upon
a pe siesta, with the flaps of his ears cut open, are the chief cu riosities of this temple. Matura is built on the west
side of the Neel ganga, or blue river; and, although meant to be a regular fortification, is only as yet half
completed. There our author left the governor for some days, and set out, attended only by servants, to visit the
Christian schools in the interior parts of the province. Christianity had been introduced into the island by the
Portuguese, and the idolatry of the Romish church soon became sufficiently acceptable lo the rude inhabitants.
The Dutch attempted a much more arduous task, and one which we should scarcely...
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