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By Shoji Yamada, Earl Hartman

The University of Chicago Press. Paperback. Book Condition:
new. BRAND NEW, Shots in the Dark: Japan, Zen, and the West,
Shoji Yamada, Earl Hartman, In the years after Wrold War I,
Westerners and Japanese alike elevated Zen to the
quintessence of spirituality in Japan. Pursuing the sources of
Zen as a Japanese ideal, Shoji Yamada uncovers the surprising
role of two cultural touchstones: Eugen Herrigel's "Zen in the
Art of Archery" and the Ryoanji dry-landscape rock garden.
Yamada shows how both became facile conduits for exporting
and importing Japanese culture. First published in German in
1948 and translated into Japanese in 1956, Herrigel's book
popularized ideas of Zen both in the West and in Japan.
Yamada traces the prewar history of Japanese archery, reveals
how Herrigel mistakenly came to understand it as a traditional
practice, and explains why the Japanese themselves embraced
his interpretation as spiritual discipline. Turning to Ryoaniji,

Yamada argues that this epitome of Zen in fact bears little
relation to Buddhism and is best understood in relation to
Chinese myth. For much of its modern history, Ryoanji was a
weedy, neglected plot; only after its allegorical role in a 1949
Ozu film was it popularly linked to...
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Reviews

Definitely among the finest publication | actually have possibly study. | could possibly comprehended almost
everything using this published e book. Once you begin to read the book, it is extremely difficult to leave it before
concluding.

-- Rosamond Runolfsdottir

Extremely helpful to any or all category of individuals. It really is rally fascinating throgh studying time period. | am
Just quickly could possibly get a pleasure of reading a composed ebook.
-- Lawrence Keeling
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