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Abstract The habitat of the four extant hyena species covers all
of Africa and large parts of Asia. Hyenas living in this
enormous area have been described by local and western
observers for more than 2000 years. Many names have been
given to the hyenas in the wide range of languages in which
they have been described and several legends and wrong ideas
about hyenas have also been spread. In the present study we
want to retrace how the wrong perceptions about the hyena,
the histoires absurdes as Comte de Buffon has called them,
developed and how they were overcome by several scholars in
a protracted process. Due to their research work we know
today that the mysterious animal hyaena comprises four
species which together build up the Hyaenidae family. We will
start by introducing these species shortly (chap. 2). Thereafter
we return to the beginning of the hyena history and outline the
classical Greco-Roman reports on the hyena and...
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