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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1895 Excerpt: .his daughter gives some hints on what has been said to be a lost art ;
indeed, | may say on two lost arts, for conversation as well as letter-writing can scarcely now be said to be
cultivated as an art. Maj. Dulany to his Daughter. July 16th, 1807. My Darling Daughter: The pleasure which your
letter of the 25th of May afforded me was great. | hope from it, that you will use the application needed to
become an adept in so necessary an accomplished as the art of letter-writing. Inasmuch as you appear to have
an idea of the end for which letters are written, namely, to supply the place of that conversation from which we
are debarred by absence, from holding with each other. From want of due reflection on this, what absurdities
do we see people led into when they sit down to write a letter to a friend. If they aimed at nothing more than
communicating what would be most interesting, with such remarks as naturally occurred, it would be
unnecessary for them to hammer their brains at the unmerciful rate they often complain they are obliged to
do, for something to say. In letter-writing, as in conversation, it will be found that those who substitute the
design of distinguishing themselves, for that of giving pleasure to those whom they address, must ever fail. But
though I object to a desire of distinguishing one s self as a primary object in...
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