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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Tongass Transfer and Transition Act: Rings Before
the Committee on Resources House of Representatives, One Hundred Fourth Congress, Second Session, on H. R.
2413 a Bill to Transfer the Tongass National Forest to the State of Alaska, July 3, 1996 Sitka Ak, July 5, 1996
Thorne Bay, Ak The Chairman. Welcome to the third hearing of the House Committee on Resources about the
Tongass Transfer and Transition Act. | want to thank all of you for coming, especially the witnesses. Summer is
a tough time for people to spare an hour to contribute in Congressional field hearings like this. | really
appreciate everyone s effort today. Most of you must feel as though we have been through this wringer on the
Tongass issue many, many times. You have been asked again to come and talk about the future of the forest
that you and 75, 000 other Alaskans call home. But this hearing about the Tongass is different. This is a hearing
not about how the Federal Government should manage the Tongass. This hearing is about whether Alaskans,
through our State government, want the option - | want to stress the option - to own and manage the Tongass.
This hearing is about whether our State might do a better job managing the Tongass without the Federal
Government calling the shots from Washington, D.C. Do Alaskans want to control their future in Southeast or
should our future be left to political appointees who reside thousands of miles from the results of their
decisions? That is the question. | stress: This hearing is not about the level of recreation, tourism, fishing, or
timber harvesting that should...
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